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Co-op Parent 

Meeting 

1/3/17 

5 -6:30 

 

ALL DAY 

TRAINING FOR 

CARMELO 

SITE 

TEACHERS  

SUBS IN ALL 

CLASSROOMS 

 

 

1/4/17 

 

 

CPO Meeting 

 

 

1/11/17 

5 -6:00 

 

TK/Co-op to 

Aquarium 

 

1/13/17 

9 -

12:30 

 

Carmelo Site 

CLOSED 

MLK Holiday 

 

1/16/17 

 

Fire Drill 

 

 

1/19/17 

 

 

TUITION DUE 

 

1/25/17 

 

Parent Night Out 

 

 

 

 

1/27/17 

5:50 – 

8:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Break 

all CUSD Schools 

Closed 

 

2/20 -

2/24 

The Joy of Learning…….  CARMELO VOICES 
NEWSLETTER OF CARMELO SCHOOL: The Carmel child 

Development Center, Carmel Co-op Preschool and TK 
 

November 2010 

Calendar of Events for 

November 2010 

2010/11, Issue 3 

 Dear Parents, 

Now that the New Year has begun the office staff will begin planning for the 

new 2016-17 school year which will begin in August. You will soon be receiving a 

paper parent survey asking for your plans for next year.  You should have just 

received an email with a link to the parent survey asking for your feedback about your 

family’s experience at Carmelo this year so far.  Please take a minute to fill these out 

and return/submit them promptly.  The information is very important to us. 

The CPO has been very supportive and active this year.  Please join them at 

the monthly CPO meetings.  Childcare is provided as well as dinner for you and your 

children.  It is a wonderful way to be more engaged in your child’s school community.  

You will develop friendships with families your child will play with for many years to 

come. 

In this month’s newsletter the teachers will be writing about language and 

literacy in the classrooms. The development of oral language is one of the most 

impressive accomplishments that occur during the first five years of children’s lives. 

Research indicates that social factors have a prominent role on oral language 

development, and is directly related to interaction with parents and other caretakers. 

At Carmelo we fully realize how important this interaction is between our teaching 

staff and every student. We provide language support during informal conversations, 

teacher-guided activities and play. I hope you enjoy the articles about your children 

and the way they develop language. 

Laura Dunn 

 

Best Regards, 

Laura Dunn 

Calendar of Events 

for January 

2016/2017, Issue 5 

    January 2017 
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Language & Literacy in the Infant/Toddler Rooms 
By: Monica 

 

     Early language and literacy is a main component of our curriculum as the 
children begin to develop words and communication skills along with interest in 
literacy. 
     As soon as the babies enter the infant room they are exposed to books even 
our youngest! Reading is one of the 
most beneficial ways to increase a 
child's vocabulary. It provides an 
opportunity to expose new words, 
encourage imagination, and 
concepts that otherwise might not 
be in their surroundings. 
 
 
 
 

Here is a child engaged in pictures during tummy time 
 

     As an adult we can help make the book come alive and promote interactive 
dialogue such as: 
“Can you find the dog?” 
“What do you think is 
going to happen next?” 
     Also, creating gestures 
to go along with the 
book or a song will help 
encourage and build 
their curiosity in literacy. 
As their interest grows 
we begin to use props 
such as felt boards or 
puppets that reenact the 
story.  
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     In Erica and Holly’s room 
they will use tools such as 
previewing the book to build   
excitement for the story to 
come and also give them 
something to look for while 
reading which maintains 
focus. 
     In both classrooms we see 
the benefits of repetition 
which leads to the children 
initiating story time. We do 
all of this in large group, 

small group, and one on one. 
     Learning to communicate is a big challenge for our little ones. Whether it is 
how they feel, expressing their needs, or interacting with a peer. As educators, it 

is our job to scaffold that development by 
naming objects “ball” as they point to a ball, 
modeling ways to ask for what they want “you 
want your milk? We say, milk please”. 
     As they become toddlers we begin to facilitate 
dialogue between two children playing to 
encourage their ability to hold meaningful 
conversations. 
 
 
 
“You are putting the letters in the right place”. 
“Can you find blue one” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit 

back and relax, all you need is a book” 

           Dr. Suess 
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Language & Literacy in the Younger Wing 
By: Susanne 

 
If you know me you’ve learned the passion I have for sharing books with 

your child.  I love reading to children.  I struggled with learning to read in 
elementary school and I have a personal goal to inspire children to want to read.  

Books enrich our lives.  Books 
motivate.  They expose us to a variety of 
language.  Books extend our knowledge 
about the world around us.  We are 
invited to experience life through the 
characters in a story.   

The Commission on Reading 
states, “The single most important 
activity for building knowledge required 
for eventual success in reading is reading 

aloud to children.”  I encourage your family to set aside time every day to read to 
your child(ren).  You will discover the benefits the teachers at Carmelo know 
about reading aloud: 
 

*Helps children associate reading with warm and pleasant feelings. 
*Increases communications with the person reading. 
*Introduces new concepts in a fun and engaging way. 
*Builds listening skills, vocabulary, memory, and language skills. 
*Develops imagination and creativity. 
*Helps children gain information about the world and relate characters, 
settings, and plot to their 
own lives. 
*Helps develop personal 
interests. 
*Teaches positive 
behavior patterns, social 
values, and positive 
attitudes toward self and 
others. 
*Teaches about print 
concepts.   
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You can extend a child’s experience with a story by talking about the book 
and how it relates to their experiences.  Take note of the illustrations to help 
them understand the story and make predictions about what happens next.  Ask 
questions:  Why do you think…?  Have you ever…?  Does this remind you of….?  

What if….?  Asking open questions will 
lead you on an incredible journey into 
your child’s thought process and 
understanding of his/her perspective of 
world.  

As you and your child(ren) 
discover a variety of books you will find 
favorites that must be read over and 
over again.  Keep these books 
interesting by challenging your child(ren) 

to repeat interesting words, rhymes, or dialogue of a character.  You can pause 
and let child(ren) say a word that ends a predictable or repetitive phrase as well 
as invite your child(ren) to fill in words in a rhyming text.   
 

As a commitment to exposing your child to a variety of books you will find 
books available inside and out.  You and your child are encouraged to read 
together and enjoy the books.  Reading can be a perfect transition activity.  
Planning a few extra minutes at drop off with the intention to offer the option of 
you reading a book to your child instills the value you have for books.   
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Language and literacy on the Older Wing 
By:  Lisa 

 
 As the children get older and prepare for kindergarten, the teaching of 

language and literacy becomes increasingly important. On the Older Wing this 
year, we have numerous ways we introduce letter recognition, appreciation of 
literature, early reading and writing skills, vocabulary development, 
conversational skills and retelling of stories and developing an understanding of 
literature. Because our new Tools of the Mind curriculum is new for everyone, I 
want to introduce you to a few ways teachers are using these new techniques on 

the Older wing. One 
activity we do is called 
“Buddy reading”. This 
activity encourages 
children to choose a 
book either because of 
the material content or 
because it is a familiar 
story to them. Children 
choose a buddy and one 
child gets a lip mediator 
card and the other child 
gets a card with an ear 
on it. The person with 
the lip card reads their 

book first and the person with the ear card listens, then they switch roles. This 
activity creates an appreciation for books, encourages conversation and children 
can help each other with vocabulary and pre-reading skills as well. It also teaches 
children patience and self-control as they wait for their turn to read. Early on, 
children may need to sit on their book if it is their turn to listen, but, eventually, 
they develop the self-control to take turns and listen to their partner. Each day 
during circle time, we practice a “message of the day”. The teacher states a 
sentence i.e.  We are going to make a gym today. The children repeat the 
sentence and the teacher writes a line for each word on the board. _____ ______ 
_______ ____ ________ ____ _____ ____________. Then we repeat the sentence 
to make sure we have the correct number of lines. The final step is to write one 
word on each line. We repeat this process when the children do their “play 
planning sheets”.  
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During this process, the children draw a 
picture of their plan (drawing is a pre-writing 
skill) then some will be ready to make the lines 
for their message, some will need help writing 
words and some will be able to sound out some 
letter sounds and even a word or two on their 
own. Teachers are able to help children at their 
level and encourage them to work on developing 
their next level of skill. Children quickly learn that 
letters make up words and words make up 
sentences. They also begin to learn letter sounds 
and to write letters on their own. There is also a 
strong emphasis on learning to appreciate books 
and to understand them by reading and 
comparing stories. In room 4/5 they read many 
versions of The Gingerbread Boy and compared 
the different versions and room 7 compared the stories The Hat and The Mitten 
using Venn diagrams to show the similarities and differences between the books. 
The children were excited to see the comparisons in writing and we worked on 

this over several 
days encouraging 
them to remember 
the stories read on 
previous days. We 
also read stories 
about the dramatic 
play themes we are 
doing in class and 
then use the 
stories to make 
lists and plans for 
items we need to 
find or create for 
our dramatic play 
centers. These are 

just a few examples of the ways language and literacy skills are being taught 
during your child’s school day at Carmelo. All in all, the children are doing an 
amazing amount of language and literacy learning throughout each and every day 
on the Upper Wing. We hope you are seeing their progress at home as well. 
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Language and literacy in the Co-op  
By:  Tracey 

 
     There are many opportunities to develop 

language and literacy skills in the co-op 

preschool.  Children are able to get help in 

small groups with an adult because of the 

many wonderful parent volunteers that 

work in the classroom. In groups with four 

to five children to an adult, they can have 

discussions, ask questions, and get help 

developing new vocabulary.  They work 

with parent volunteers to read, write, and 

answer comprehension question.  They 

practice making plans and sharing those 

plans with each other.  In large group, they 

listen to stories and each answer questions 

about the story. In pairs, they practice 

reading to each other. Whatever activity 

they are working on, they have many 

opportunities to develop their language and 

literacy skills. 

     The curriculum, Tools of the Mind, 

presents many opportunities for children to 

develop language and literacy skills. One of 

the favorite activities that the children engage 

in is the play block. During this time, they 

pick an area of the classroom for make believe 

play.  They may choose camping, store, or 

house. They sit at a table with a parent 

volunteer and make a plan for their area of 

play. During this time, they learn new 

vocabulary as they learn about the various 

roles of characters in each area, as well as 

specific vocabulary related to activities that 

take place in that area. They also have 

opportunities to read books in their area, and make signs or invitations. Each 

activity is facilitated by a parent volunteer that works with the small group of 

children to help them learn the vocabulary, the roles, and the reading and writing 

necessary to complete the play scenario that they choose to engage in. The parent 

volunteers do a wonderful job of supporting the children during this time of 

learning and play. 
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     Finally, story time is a favorite time for children to learn. They often seek out a 

parent helper to read to them, and sometimes they read to the parent helper. While 

many of our children are still learning letters and phonics, most of them know the 

various components of a story. They can often tell a story from a book using the 

pictures as aids. They focus on having beginnings, middles, and ends. They even 

work hard to try and use the new vocabulary words they are hearing. Whether 

sitting on a cozy lap to cuddle up and listen to a new story... or sitting on that same 

lap to tell a favorite adult a story that they love, the co-op children are growing in 

their language and literacy skills each day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The more that you read, the 

more things you will know. The 

more you learn, the more places 

you’ll go.” 
Dr. Seuss 
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CARMELO PARENT ORGANIZATION 

 

 

 

CPO 2016-2017 

 

Welcome to our 2016-17 CPO Officers and Committee 

Coordinators. Thanks to everyone for your time and 

commitment.  

President – Kim DeRenzo   

 Vice President – Marc and Molly Stafford  

 Treasurer – Gretchen Abate   

 Secretary / Room 6 Parent COOP – Jason Dunton  

Infant Room Parent – Jen Henry 

Room 1 Parent – Bahar Iranmanesh 

Room 2 Parent – Kate Harrington 

Room 3 Parent – Stacy Scherling   

Room 4 & 5 Parent – Melissa Rosenthal 

Room 7 Parent – Natalie Kobza 

Room TK Parent – Lauren Collins 

Feel free to be in touch any time via email to Kim 

DeRenzo at kderenzo@gmail.com or call Laura Dunn at       

624-8047 x 12.  

Please join us for the CPO meeting on January 11, 2017 

at 5:00. Dinner and childcare is provided. See you there! 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2017 

Upcoming Events 
 
Kids Night Out 
Kids (and parents) can enjoy a night out at 
Carmelo on January 27, 2017 from 5:50 – 8:30. 
Childcare and dinner are provided. A sign-up will 
be sent out by email January 13. There is limited 
capacity so sign-up once available, there is a $10 
charge per child.   
 
CPO MEETING 
January 11, 2016 at 5:00 pm 
 
Join the CPO the second Wednesday of each month 
at 5:00 at Carmelo. Dinner and childcare provided.  
 
Upcoming CPO meetings: 

 1/11/2017 

 2/8/17 

 3/8/17 

 4/5/17 

 5/3/17 
 

 

If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you 
want to go far, go together.   
 

 ~African Proverb 


